Indian talk 
found harsh 


Early explorers had a 
hard time reducing the \ / 
Indian language they found eit : ign ye 
here to writing. Paul Kane, eau CUR Eg eT a jamal i, Ber ks, 
an early artist who sketched at de a IAN HAA il Hi Ky ov 
Indian life in the Columbia- eRe hy oe nM I i wet | 
River area in the 1840's, fot een ' 
explained why: ; ——. BRKT j 

“T would willingly give a ata 
specimen of the barbarous 
language of this people, ~ ae * 
were it possible to represent 
by any combination of our 
alphabet the horrible, harsh, 
sputtering sounds which 
proceed from their throats, 
apparently unguided either 
by tongue or lip.” —M.B. 


LT. WILLIAM R. BROUGHTON, who claimed the Columbia River in their war garments, and in each other respect attired for 
for Great Britain in 1792, began noting native Indian activity as he combat...” The natives, however, were somehow pacified and the 
explored the lower end of Sauvie Island. His captain, George occasion was turned into a lively parley and trading session. Drawing 
Vancouver, later recorded that at this point the men were and information courtesy of the late Roy F. Jones, author of 
“surrounded by 23 canoes, carrying 3 to 12 persons each, all attired “Wappato Indians.” - 
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